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Perth City Link is one of the city’ s most exciting redevelopments. The project will

reconnect the CBD with Northbridge for the first time in more than 100 years. The
area, once just a network of bus and train connections, will become an exciting new
destination with housing, shops, restaurants, offices and more.

The train line separating Perth and Northbridge has always allowed easy access to
the city, but limited the growth of the CBD to the north. Sinking the rail line and
Wellington Street Bus Station will create a 13.5 hectare space with a wealth of
exciting new possibilities

http://www.mra.wa.gov.au/proje
cts—and-places/perth—city—
link/vision
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B E Pieces of Perth
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Adrian Beatle
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Adrian Beattie

Seven months ago the annual “Best City the World” awards came out — or at least
one such list did.

Generally regarded as the most highly credentialled list in this category is Global
Liveability Survey, published by the Economist Intelligence Unit, which sounds very,
very academic and important.

For the past four years this survey has rated Melbourne as the most liveable city in
the world. Last year Perth came ninth, Adelaide came fifth and Sydney seventh.
The EIU survey looks at five categories, stability, healthcare, education and
infrastructure, along with two areas pushed into one category — culture and
environment.

But it seems the whole concept of judging cities in this way is now being questioned.
The Committee for Perth has come up with FACTbase research which seems to
indicate there is a strong element of individual personal preference in how cities are
rated.

It argues that ratings are based on what some people consider to be strengths and
weaknesses in what a city has to offer even though those same strenths and
weaknesses might be regarded entirely differently by another group of people.

The best way to explain it is to look at how points are awarded.

In 2014 Melbourne again topped the list with an overall score in the EIU list of 97.5
points. Perth came in ninth with 95.9 points.

Read more: http://www.watoday.com.au/wa—news/perth—-is—the—9th-best-city—in—-
the-world—fact—or—opinion—20150328-1m9zmb.html#ixzz3kMnL5UYQ

Follow us: @watoday on Twitter | WAtoday on Facebook

http://www.watoday.com.au/wa
-news/perth—-is—the—9th-best—
city—in—the—world—fact—or—
opinion—20150328-
1m9zmb.html
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When you drill down into the points awarded to the cities in the various categories it
becomes clear that it was the climate score which hurt Perth, with the city getting a
tolerable rating for humidity and temperature and an uncomfortable rating for
discomfort to travellers.

On the other hand Melbourne’s ratings in these categories were acceptable and
tolerable.

Marion Fulker, the CEO of the Committee for Perth, doesn't like the way these
judgements were reached.

“Rating a city’s weather is purely subjective. Some people might prefer Perth’s
warmer weather rather than Melbourne’s four seasons in one day,” she said.

Marion is also unhappy that these ratings are made by one person who lives in each
capital city and in—house country analysts.
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30 Marion Fulker says this shows that there are large degrees of variability of how
liveability is defined.
“Some of the groups look at the availability of consumer goods, the natural
environment, housing, safety, health, traffic congestion and cultural experience,” she
said.
“In many respects it's hard to be all things to all people across such a broad range
of criteria.”
The report on the research for the Committee for Perth also dispels the myth that a
city with a smaller population equates to a higher liveability score.
“When we looked at the EIU’s liveability scores and compared that with their
poulation there wasn't a correlation between liveability and how many people lived
there,” Marion said.
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